1. I:1: There we have learned: A bright spot the size of a split bean — 
and it spread to the extent of a split bean — and there appeared in the 
spreading quick flesh or white hair— but the primary sign 
disappeared — R. Aqiba declares unclean. And sages say, “Let it be 
inspected anew” [M. Neg. 4:10]. [A bright spot of requisite size has 
spread to the extent of a split bean. The spreading then develops quick 
flesh or white hair. But the primary sign has disappeared. Aqiba 
declares the man unclean because he regards the two signs as joined 
together. The spreading takes the place of the original sign. We have, 
therefore, sufficient evidence of uncleanness. The sages’ position is 
that we have a new sign, for the first spot has disappeared. ] 


2; 1:2: Said Rabbi, “The opinion of R. Meir [M. 1:5A] makes more sense 
in the case of one who is [merely] shut up for inspection [the second 
time], and the opinion of R. Yosé [ = sages, M. 1:5B] makes more 
sense to me in the case of one certified [as unclean]” [T. Hag. 1:8]. 
[Rabbi sees no disadvantage for the one who may, after all, be declared 
clean. But there is nothing to warrant pronouncing the decision for the 
one who is subject to certification. Even if he is declared clean, he has 
to count seven days and cannot have intercourse in that period. ] 


3. I:3: [Reverting to the problem of I:1] R. Zeira said, “They dispute a 
case involving the intermediate days of a festival [in the case of one 
who is subject to a second inspection]. R. Aqiba says, ‘It is the original 
sign, [and if the man is declared clean] he may not enter the Temple 
courtyard as wholly clean. Sages say it is a new sign, and he may enter 
the Temple courtyard [since we must wait a week to see whether or not 
he is clean].” Lo, R. Aqiba declares the man unclean and certifies him 
so, and rabbis say “Let it be inspected as at the outset,” and they too 
certify him. What then is at issue between them? 


[B] AND FURTHER DID R. MER say, ‘A MAN MAY GO OUT AND GATHER THE BONES 
OF HIS FATHER AND HIS MOTHER, “‘BECAUSE IT IS A TIME OF REJOICING FOR 
HIM.” R. Yosé says, “IT Is A TIME OF MOURNING FOR HIM.” 


1. II:1: At first they would collect the bones and bury them in mounds. 
When the flesh had putrefied, they would collect the bones and bury 
them in cedar chests. On that day the mourner would engage in the rite 
of mourning. The next day he would rejoice, saying that his ancestors 
would free him from the rigors of judgment. 


2. II:2: It was taught: He who moves a bier from place to place is not 
subject to [the rite of mourning required when] one gathers bones [of 
an ancestor for secondary burial]. [Merely moving the bier is not part 


